ST  A 1 t  _AfHkHili±iiiA 


mar  i   B(S 
■ 

930  East  L:  ,-    SRUS 

Helena*  Montana  5960? 


llCo^l    fiatnead      county 


committee  for  rural   development 


situation   statement 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Montana  State  Library 


3  0864  1004  5350  8 

Page 


INTRODUCTION 

People,  Income,  and  Employment 

Housing, 

Rural  Financing , 

uCWCi  a  s  .j  ..j  r  ■.  t,  <>  e  a     ■  ■  a  o  ■  «  a  o  a     •  «  o  a  n  •  a  a  0  •  e  s  • 

Water 

Planning  and  Zoning 

Land, 


Beef  Cattle. 
Swine. 


Other  Livestock  and  Poultry, 

Livestock  Feeding 

Livestock  Marketing 

Wheat  and  Other  Crops 

Forage. 

1:   U  J_  C. -  O  L  o  n  a  ft     ■■.,     n     a  0  o  'j     a  a  a  0  o  a  o  «  o  o  <•  « 

Wilderness . 

Energy  Fuel  Minerals ........ 

Energy  Sources. 
Non  Fuel  Minerals , 


•  •  0  a 


a  •  •  a  • 


0000 


1 

2 
7 
7 
7 


9 

10 
10 

10 
11 
11 

11 
12 

16 
16 
16 

17 


Table  of  Contents   (Cont'd.)  Page 

Recreation 17 

Wildlife 18 

Water  and  Soil  Conservation. 18 

Farmstead  and  Feed-Lot  Windbreaks 19 

Saline  and  Saline-Sodic  Soils  in  Flathead  County... 20 

Pollution. 20 

W66QS  ......  ..  .....  ......o......  ..  .........  .,  o.o.o........  ..  ..  21 

Cooperatives , 21 

Transportation 21 

Research. 22 

Communications  and  Public  Awareness 23 

Health 23 

Education 24 


INTRODUCTION 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  provide  a  ready  source  of  informa- 
tion on  the  basic  resources  and  development  needs  of  Flathead  County. 
It  also  provides  an  index  of  surveys,  studies  and  reports  that  have 
been  made  in  the  past. 

The  information  included  has  been  derived  from  many  sources  with  con- 
tributions from  the  A.S.C.S.,  F.H.A. ,  U.S.F.S.,  S.C.S.,  Montana  Fish 
and  Game  Department,  Montana  State  Forestry  Department,  Montana  Em- 
ployment Service,  the  Montana  State  Extension  Service,  Flathead  County 
Commissioners,  various  departments  of  Flathead  County,  Flathead  County 
High  School  Vo-Ag.  Dept.,  and  N.W.  Montana  Research  Center. 

The  above  agencies  and  departments  are  members  of  the  Flathead  County 
U.S.D.A.  Committee  for  Rural  Development.   We  welcome  opportunities 
to  be  of  assistance  to  groups  interested  in  planning  and  resource 
development  of  the  County. 
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SITUATION  STATEMENT 


People  Income  and  Unemployment 

Area  Employment  and  Unemployment  Developments:   During  the  past  five 
years  employment  opportunities  increased  at  a  dramatic  rate  due  to 
several  large  construction  and  manufacturing  projects.   Libby  Dam  in 
neighboring  Lincoln  County  was  and  still  is  the  largest  construction 
project  in  the  area.   Many  construction  personnel  live  in  Flathead 
County  and  commute  to  work  because  of  limited  facilities  near  the  Dam 
site.   Numerous  other  construction  projects  have  kept  this  industry 
in  continual  expansion.  In  the  last  year  and  a  half  three  new  con- 
struction firms  have  started  and  now  employ  about  30  people.   Manu- 
facturing industries  have  also  contributed  to  expanded  job  opportuni- 
ties, most  notably  in  aluminum  and  wood  products. 

In  addition,  a  new  bank,  a  gas  and  oil  bulk  plant,  a  warehouse,  and 
10  to  15  small  cafes  have  opened  and  have  created  80  to  100  new  jobs. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ledger,  however,  the  labor  force  has  increased 
faster  than  job  openings  or  new  businesses.   Several  factors  caused 
this  seemingly  contradictory  situation  -  that  is,  a  healthy  expanding 
economy  and  a  high  level  of  unemployment  -  the  main  reason  being  the 
large  immigration  into  the  area.   Many  construction  personnel  have 
immigrated  from  other  areas  for  the  construction  boom,  along  with 
many  unskilled  workers  hoping  to  find  work  in  one  of  the  manufacturing 
industries,,   A  second  factor  affecting  unemployment  has  been  business 
closures  in  the  past  year  and  a  half.   At  least  five  lumber  and/or 
logging  companies  have  closed  affecting  about  161  jobs.   One  construc- 
tion company,  a  supper  club  and  a  retail  outlet  have  also  closed  elimi- 
nating 45  jobs.   In  addition,  about  25  to  30  small  retail  firms  em- 
ploying one  to  three  people  have  also  been  closed.   The  railroads  recent 
discontinuance  of  two  passenger  trains  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  25 
jobs.   In  late  1969,  and  early  1970,  the  aluminum  production  plant  had 
30  smelting  "pots"  removed  from  production  for  repair  purposes,  but 
these  pots  were  never  replaced,  and  at  that  time  the  labor  force  was 
reduced  by  about  10%,   The  aluminum  company  has  since  increased  its 
work  force,  however,  to  a  level  slightly  higher  than  it  had  previously 
been.   The  overall  picture  shows  though,  that  261  to  321  jobs  have  been 
eliminated  in  the  last  18  months  while  only  69  to  90  jobs  have  been 
created  during  this  time  period.   The  loss  in  nonagricultural  employment 
can  further  be  substantiated  by  comparing  the  1969  nonagricultural  wage 
and  salary  level  of  12,308  workers  with  the  1970  nonagricultural  wage 
and  salary  level  of  only  11,983  workers,  a  loss  of  325. 
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Tables  1  through  7  provide  basic  information  relating  to  the  population 
and  work  force  situation  in  Flathead  County. 


Table  1 

Flathead  County  -  Populat 

ion 

Year     Flathead  County 

Montana 

1940         24,271 

559,456 

1950         31,495 

591,024 

1960         32,965 

674,767 

1970         39,460 

694,409 

Table  2 

Flathead  County  Population  -  Place  of  Residence 

Year         Urban     Rural 

1960         13,116    19,849 
1970         16,527    22,933 


Table  3 
Flathead  County  Population  -  By  Community 

1940     1950      1960  1970     %  Change  1960-70 

Kalispell      8,245    9,737    10,151  10,526         3.7 

Whitefish      2,602    3,268     2,965  3,349        13.0 

Columbia  Falls   637    1,232     2,132  2,652         24.4 

Table  4 
Flathead  County  Population  -  Age  Group  and  Sex 

Year    Sex      0-14     15-24     25-44  45-64     65  Over 

1960   Male     5,237     2,469     3,669  3,346     1,673 

Female   5,047     2,626     3,812  3,316     1,790 

1970   Male     6,266     2,955     4,393  4,005     1,980 

Female   6,040     3,143     4,564  3,970     2,144 
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Table  5 
Flathead  County  Population  -  Race 


Year 

1960 
1970 


White 

32,738 
38,991 


Non-White 

227 
469 


Table  6 
Flathead  County  Population  -  Migration 

1960  Population  32,965 

Births,  1960-70  7,523 

Deaths,  1960-70  3,944 

1970  Population  from  Natural  Increase  36,544 

1970  Census  Population  39,460 

Net  In-Migration  2,916 


(2)  Labor  Force  Data:   Labor  force  data  have  also  been  supplied  by  the 
Montana  Employment  Security  Commission  and  are  shown  in  Tables  7  and 
8.   It  should  be  noted  from  Table  8  that  the  unemployment  rate  has 
stayed  above  6%  since  1967  reaching  a  high  of  13.7%  in  March,  1971. 


Table  7 
County  and  State  Work  Force 

Flathead  County 

Population  (1970  Census)  14  Years  of  Age  and  Over  =  28,123 

Civilian  Work  Force  (1970  Average)  =  14,207 

Participation  Rate  (C.W.F. /Population  14  and  Over)  =  50.5% 

State 

Population  (1970  Census)  14  Years  of  Age  and  Over  =  501,922 

Civilian  Work  Force  (1970  Average)  =  282,108 

Participation  Rate  (C.W.F. /Population  14  and  Over)  =  56.2% 

(Note:   Civilian  work  force  data  by  sex  and  minority  groups  are  not 
available  for  Montana.) 
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Table  8  indicates  the  rate  of  unemployment 

:  for  Flathead  County  is  a 

'« 

:■!}< 

persistent  situation  extending  for  severa' 

.  years. 

Table  8 

! 

Work  Force  Historical  Series  1961 

to  Date 

Flathead  County 

Statewide  (In 

Thousand 

s) 

; 

Civilian                     C 

ivilian 

Work            Unem- 

Work 

Unem- 

Year 

Force   Employed  ployed   Rate 

Force 

Employed 

ployed 

Rate 

1961 

252. 9* 

234.4 

18.4 

7.3 

1962 

253.2* 

239.0 

13.9 

5.5 

1963 

255.9 

242.1 

13.8 

5.4 

1964 

(Series  begins  in  1967) 

256.4* 

242.5 

13.7 

5.3 

1965 

259.7* 

246.5 

13.0 

5.0 

1966 

267.9* 

255.1 

12.7 

4.7 

1967 

13,497   12,562     935    6.9 

262.9* 

257.9 

13.0 

4.8 

- 

1968 

14,100  13,070   1,030    7.3 

271.9* 

258.1 

12.8 

4.7 

1969 

14,364  13,299   1,065    7.4 

276.9* 

261.4 

15.5 

5.6 

■ 

1970 

14,207   12,926   1,281    9.0 

282.1* 

263.2 

18.8 

6.7 

1971 

Jan. 

13,839  12,076   1,763   12.7 

270.1* 

246.0 

23.7 

8.8 

Feb. 

13,665  11,816   1,849   13.5 

273.4* 

248.5 

24.5 

9.0 

Mar. 

13,469  11,625   1,844   13.7 

276.1 

253.0 

23,1 

8.4 

Apr. 

13,187   11,521   1,666   12.6 

285.6 

265.3 

20.3 

7.1 

May 

14,217   12,907   1,310    9.2 

290.5* 

272.8 

17.7 

6.1 

June 

15,387   13,974   1,413    9.2 

313.3* 

278.2 

23.1 

7.4 

July 

15,525  14,478   1,047    6.7 

319.4* 

299.6 

19.8 

6.3 

Aug.  1/ 

15,481  14,655     826    5.3 

318.5* 

299.6 

18.9 

6.0 

Sept.  2/ 

14,918  14,136     782    5.2 

296.2* 

279.0 

17.2 

5.9 

*      Includ 

as  persons  involved  in  labor-mana 

gement  disputes. 

1/  Preliminary 

2/  Forecast 

(3)   Unemployment  Data:   Characteristics  o 

f  the  unemployed 

vary  con 

siderably 

during  the  year  due  to  seasonal 

factors. 

However 

,  genera 

Lly 

youth,  older  workers  and  minority  groups  with  low 

educational  level 

3 

constitut 

e  the  majority  of  the  unemployed. 

The  recent  economic  slo 

aT- 

down  has 

somewhat  reversed  this  condition, 

as  more 

skilled 

and  pro- 

f essional 

workers  are  having  difficulties 

finding 

employment .   The 

fol- 

lowing  data  is  based  on  characteristics  of 

applicants  at  tb 

e  Kalispell 

Employmen 

t  Service  Local  Office,  compared 

to  statewide  data 

Unemploy- 

ment  data 

is  shown  in  Table  9, 
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Table  9 
Characteristics  of  the  Unemployed  -  Flathead  County 


P 

arcent 

Percent 

of 

Total 

of  Total 

Applicants 

Applicants 

Characteristic 

Kalispell  L.O. 

Statewide 

Youth  (16-21) 

51.6 

28.2 

Older  Workers 

(45  and 

older) 

11.7 

19.3 

Male 

58.0 

64.4 

Female 

42.0 

35.6 

Years  of  Schooling: 

0-7 

2.4 

3.3 

8-11 

48.1 

35.2 

12  and  Over 

49.5 

61.4 

White 

98.7 

93.4 

Non-White 

1.3 

6.6 

Weeks  of  Unemployment 

Less  than  10 

weeks 

75.0 

90.3 

More  than  26 

weeks 

0.6 

3.3 

Table  13  compares  family  income  in  Flathead  County  with  the  State 
situation. 


Table  10 
Family  Income 


Flathead  County 


Income  Level 

0  -  $2,999 
$3,000  -  $4,000 
$5,000  -  $9,000 
$10,000  and  Over 


Number 
1,713 
2,096 
3,971 
804 


Percent 

20.0 

24.4 

46.2 

9.4 


Median  Income  (Families) 


$5,392 


Statewide 


Income  Level 

0  -  $2,999 
$3,000  -  $5,999 
$5,000  -  $9,999 
$10,000  and  Over 


Number 

33,457 
40,010 
73,260 
19,050 


Percent 

20.2 
24.1 
44.2 
11.5 
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Housing 

The  demand  for  housing  has  shown  a  steady  increase  throughout  Flathead 
County;  this  is  due  in  part  to  the  in-migration  of  out-of -County  people 
and  in  part  to  the  demand  of  occupants  of  substandard  housing  to  up- 
grade their  standard  of  living. 

The  need  and  demand  for  adequate  financing  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
there  are  seven  banks,  a  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  Veterans 
Administration,  Federal  Housing  Administration,  and  Farmer's  Home  Admini- 
stration currently  active  in  housing  financing. 

Private  lending  institutions  have  been  adequately  financing  houses  in 
the  towns  of  Whitefish,  Columbia  Falls,  and  Kalispell.   However,  in  the 
rural  areas  and  smaller  towns,  Farmer's  Home  Administration  is  taking  up 
the  slack  for  low-to-moderate  income  families  that  are  unable  to  obtain 
the  necessary  financing  elsewhere. 

In  1960,  there  was  a  total  of  12,510  dwellings  in  the  County  and  14,098 
in  1970.   This  is  an  increase  of  1,588  dwellings  in  10  years.   During 
the  same  period  the  population  increased  from  32,965  to  39,460,  or  6,495. 
If  we  use  the  average  of  3 . 2  people  per  occupied  unit,  this  would  indi- 
cate a  shortage  of  about  440  dwellings.   REF.  #18 

Rural  Financing 

At  present  the  most  active  area  in  farm  financing  is  for  operating 
capital  to  purchase  livestock  and  machinery.  There  seems  to  be  no 
shortage  of  financing  in  the  area  and  the  competition  is  brisk. 

Lending  institutions  other  than  F.H.A.  are  the  Production  Credit  Associ- 
ation and  commercial  banks.   Farmer's  Home  Administration  is  rather 
limited  in  its  funding  for  the  purchase  of  farm  property.   However,  F.H.A 
is  presently  participating  with  Federal  Land  Banks  and  other  commercial 
banks  to  finance  farm  properties,  which  helps  to  distribute  the  funds 
to  more  families. 

Sewer 

In  1971,  less  than  six  percent  of  the  rural  population  within  the  County 
had  a  public  sewage  disposal  system.   It  is  certain  that  this  percentage 
has  not  changed,  but  the  number  of  people  moving  into  the  rural  areas 
has  increased  since  1960,  with  a  resulting  increase  in  septic  tanks  and 
cesspools.   At  present  there  are  only  five  public  sewer  systems  in 
Flathead  County.   REF.  #17 
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Water 

The  present  trend  of  migration  to  rural  and  urban  areas  is  prevalent 
in  Flathead  County.   A  recent  study  shows  only  one  percent  of  the  rural- 
farm  and  39%  of  the  rural-non-farm  homes  had  a  public  water  supply, 
the  remaining  coming  from  private  wells  in  the  same  area  as  the  septic 
tanks.   If  this  trend  continues,  a  health  hazard  is  certain  to  arise. 

Of  the  towns  in  the  County,  only  ten  have  either  private  or  public-owned 
water  systems,  the  remaining  being  individual  wells.   REF.  #17 

Planning  and  Zoning 

Three  City-County  Planning  Boards  have  been  active  in  the  towns  of 
Kalispell,  Whitefish,  and  Columbia  Falls,  for  several  years.   With  a 
continued  influx  of  people  into  the  area,  concern  has  been  mounting  to 
protect  our  rural  areas  against  random  "development". 

Flathead  County  was  recently  declared  eligible  to  apply  for  the  de- 
signation of  a  re-development  area  under  the  Economic  Development  Ad- 
ministration.  The  highest  priority  action  program  in  the  overall  eco- 
nomic development  program  report  was  the  initiation  of  land-use  planning. 

Flathead  County,  along  with  Lincoln  and  Lake  Counties,  lie  in  District 
10  of  the  State  Department  of  Planning  and  Development's  overall  plan 
for  the  State. 

Flathead  County  is  currently  collaborating  with  other  western  Montana 
counties  in  an  attempt  to  develop  a  regional  plan  for  the  area.   REF  #18 

Land 

Flathead  County,  like  the  balance  of  Montana,  is  subject  to  speculative 
land  prices.   Prices  do  not  represent  the  agricultural  or  woodland 
productivity.   Both  elements  are  affected  by  the  cost-price  squeeze. 
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Land  Area  by  Major  Land  Classes,  Flathead  County 


Forest  Land 

Federal  (USFS  &  Glacier  National  Park) 
Non-Federal 

Est.  Corporate  Lands 
Mont.  State  Forestry  Dept. 
Est.  Indian  Lands 

Est.  Private  or  Individual  Ownership 
Total  Forest  Land 

Non-Forest  Lands 
Urban  &  Built  Up 

Small  Water  Areas  (under  40  acres) 
Cropland 
Pasture 
Range 

Other,  Roads,  Farmsteads,  etc. 
Total  Non-Forest  Land 

Total  -  Flathead  County 


Acres 


Percent 


2,411,649 

73.3 

315,000 

9.6 

129,700 

3.9 

8.000 

.2 

204,421 

6.3 

3,068,770 

93.3 

17,347 

.5 

6,524 

.2 

115,679 

3.5 

22,354 

.7 

49,820 

1.5 

9,106 

.3 

220,830 
3,289,600 


100.0 


The  demand  for  land  for  places  to  live,  recreation  and  speculation  will 
be  a  continuing  problem  throughout  Flathead  County  unless  zoning  and 
planning  is  implemented,   REF.  20,24 

Beef  Cattle 

Beef  cattle  production  in  the  Flathead  Valley  is  primarily  a  cow-calve 
operation.  The  1969  Agricultural  Census  for  Flathead  County  indicates 
approximately  34,250  head  of  cows  and  calves  on  345  farms  in  the  County, 

With  increased  use  of  the  water  resource  and  intensive  pasture  manage- 
ment the  number  of  beef  animals  carried  over  and  warmed  up  on  summer 
pasture  is  expected  to  increase. 

There  are  presently  five  commercial  cattle  feeding  lots  in  the  Valley 
that  supplement  the  pastures  in  warming  up  beef  cattle  for  finishing 
at  locations  outside  the  County.  Several  smaller  feed  lots  operate  in 
this  area  depending  on  market  conditions.  The  warming-up  process  on 
irrigated  pastures  can  be  expected  to  increase  faster  than  the  feed- 
lot  treatment  because  of  environmental  and  weather  restrictions  dis- 
couraging feed-lot  development.   REF.  #7 
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Swine 

The  swine  industry  in  Flathead  County  realized  about  a  50  percent  in- 
crease in  animals  marketed  between  the  period  1964  and  1969.   During 
this  period  the  number  of  farms  reporting  ownership  of  hogs  and  pigs 
actually  declined  from  202  to  123.   The  number  of  farmers  with  a  size- 
able number  of  hogs  and  pigs  did  not  appreciably  change,   This  reflects 
a  state-wide  trend  toward  specialization.   Total  confinement  feeding 
continues  to  gain  interest  among  farmers  of  the  Valley.   The  1969  Census 
lists  77  farms  reporting  1,878  litters  and  total  sales  of  18,439  animals 
for  the  year, 

and  Lake  Counties. 

Prices  received  for  market  pigs  at  the  Kalispell  market  closely  follow 
national  quotations,  and  producers  feel  they  have  the  best  market  in  the 
State.   This  is  due  to  a  continuing  demand  for  quality  pork  from  the 
Spokane  area.   REF.  #7 

Other  Livestock  and  Poultry 

Horses 

Production  of  horses  in  the  County  appears  to  be  stable  with 
emphasis  on  riding  stock  continuing. 

Sheep 

Sheep  production  for  both  meat  and  wool  is  declining. 


A  commodity  organization,  the  Northwest  Montana  Pork  Producer's  Council, 
was  organized  in  1968,  and  actively  promotes  the  industry  in  Flathead 


Chickens 

Chicken  production  in  the  County  is  declining.   Eggs  appear 
to  be  stable. 

Livestock  Feeding 

There  are  five  commercial  beef  feed  lots  with  about  45,000  head  annual 
capacity.  In  addition,  several  farm  feed  lots  of  limited  capacity  are 
in  operation  on  an  in-and-out  basis. 

Traditionally ,  Flathead  County  has  been  a  surplus  forage  producing  area, 
In  addition,  quality  feeder  calves  are  generally  available.   The  basic 
feeds  are  grown  in  the  Valley. 
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Things  to  be  considered  when  deciding  whether  or  not  to  go  into  this 
business  would  include  pollution  factors,  wet  damp  weather  for  several 
months  of  the  year,  unavailability  of  slaughtering  facilities,  and  trans- 
portation costs.   We  feel  that  any  person  contemplating  a  feed-lot  de- 
velopment in  this  area  should  first  make  a  detailed  feasibility  study 
of  the  situation. 

Livestock  Marketing 

Livestock  from  the  County  can  be  marketed  through  auctions  located 
in  Kalispell  and  Missoula,  commission  buyers,  and  railhead  shipments 
to  midwest  markets.   The  Northwest  Cattle  Marketing  Association  in- 
fluences the  fall  feeder-calf  market  in  five  northwest  Montana  counties. 
Custom  feeding  provides  an  additional  outlet. 

Wheat  and  Other  Crops 

The  acreage  of  wheat  grown  in  Flathead  County  is  on  the  decline.   In 
many  cases  this  has  been  due  to  development  of  irrigation  facilities 
enabling  the  operator  to  take  advantage  of  greater  net  returns  possible 
through  use  of  fertilizer  and  timely  water  applications  in  the  produc- 
tion of  feed  grain  and  forage  crops. 

Production  of  potatoes  and  other  row  crops  in  the  County  is  stable. 

Forage 

Grass  and  hay  production  is  increasing  in  importance  in  Flathead  County. 
The  trend  is  slowly  away  from  cash  grain  production.   About  45  percent 
or  63,000  acres  of  tillable  land  are  devoted  to  forage  production.   About 
50,000  acres  are  range  land.   Over  150,000  acres  of  private,  State-owned 
and  Indian-controlled  woodlands  are  grazed. 

As  livestock  production  and  feeding  increase,  the  acres  devoted  to  this 
use  will  be  increased. 

One  area  that  needs  further  study  is  a  legume  that  is  more  easily  estab- 
lished, with  good  regrowth  habits  that  is  bloat  free.   Work  is  progressing 
along  these  lines . 

Improved  management  practices  on  domestic  forages,  range  and  grazed  wood- 
lands will  improve  production  and,  thus,  benefit  the  operator  with  more 
favorable  returns.   REF.  #20 
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Forest. 

The  forested  lands  of  Flathead  County  cover  approximately  93%  of  the 
total  land  area.   Ownership  of  these  forested  lands  is  illustrated  in 
Table  1. 


Ownership 


Table  1 
Ownership  of  Forested  Lands 

Acres 


National  Forest 

1,783,920 

National  Park 

643,183 

State  of  Montana 

129,700 

Large  Private  Owners 

315,000 

Small  Private 

204,465 

Tribal  Lands 

8,000 

Percent 

58.0% 
20.9% 

4.2% 
10.2% 

6.6% 
.2% 


The  ability  of  these  lands  to  provide  economic  benefits  to  the  County 
vary  according  to  ownership. 

The  National  Park  lands  are  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  natural 
beauty  and  enjoyment  of  nature.   The  forested  lands  of  the  State  of 
Montana  and  those  of  the  large  private  owners  are  managed  primarily 
for  production  of  forest  resources.   The  extensive  small  private  holdings 
contribute  little  to  the  forest  resources  of  the  County,  and  in  many  in- 
stances the  forest  resources  are  being  lost  by  subdivision  into  home- 
sites  and  suburban  development. 

In  general,  the  lands  of  the  National  Forests  contribute  to  the  economy 
of  the  County  in  the  production  of  timber,  recreational  opportunities, 
and  water.   In  these  lands,  however,  a  certain  portion  has  been  set  aside 
by  regulation  for  non-timber  harvest,  with  the  balance  being  divided 
between  lands  which  are  economically  available  for  timber  harvest  and 
those  which  are  not.   These  percentages  are  shown  in  Table  2.   The 
forested  lands  of  the  County  provide  the  basic  resources  for  the  lumbering 
and  recreational  industry  of  the  County  with  both  relying  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  lands  under  Federal  control. 

Table  2 
Use  of  National  Forest  Lands 


Reserved  by  Federal  Regulation 
Non-Commercial  Forest  Land 
Commercial  Forest  Land 


Acres 

400,000 
400,000 
983,920 


Percent 

22% 
22% 

56% 
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The  areas  reserved  are  a  part  of  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  with  a 
primary  purpose  of  providing  opportunities  for  solitude  and  enjoyment 
for  the  wilderness  experience. 

Both  of  the  other  classifications  provide  opportunities  for  recreation, 
water  production,  and  grazing.   Only  the  Commercial  Forest  Lands  offer 
the  opportunity  of  timber  harvest.   This  activity  must,  however,  be 
tempered  by  the  needs  of  other  uses. 

The  management  of  the  forested  lands  of  Federal,  State,  and  large  private 
holdings  are  programmed  on  the  basis  of  sustained  yield.   Table  3  is  an 
estimate  of  the  current  sustained  yield  of  the  forested  lands  in  the 
County.   Allowable  cuts  for  large  ownership  and  other  are  estimates. 

Table  3 
Current  Allowable  Timber  Production 


Ownership 

National  Forest 

Large  Ownership 

State  of  Montana 

Other 

Total  Allowable  Cut 


Allowable  Cut-Million  Board  Feet 

170 

20 

15 

10 
215 


The  management  of  smaller  holdings  is  generally  removal  of  timber  values 
with  little  or  no  concern  for  re-establishment  of  a  future  crop.   In 
many  cases,  removal  of  commercial  timber  is  for  the  purpose  of  converting 
to  other  uses  such  as  low  value  agricultural  land  or  homesite  development 
or  Christmas  tree  culture.   Table  4  illustrates  the  general  trend  in 
small  private  wood-lot  management. 
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Table  4 

B-10*            F-I-J**          #  Total   Total 

#     Acreage       #     Acreage  Signups  #  Acreage 

Year   Signups   Completed   Signups   Completed  Cancelled  Signups  Completed^ 


1966 

31 

439 

— 

— 

18 

49 

439 

1967 

30 

377 

12 

275 

26 

68 

652 

1968 

14 

235 

10 

177 

24 

48 

412 

1969 

22 

275 

9 

219 

23 

54 

494 

1970 

41 

373 

15 

260 

24 

80 

633 

5  yr. 
totals 


138 


1,699 


46 


931 


115 


299 


2,630 


Yearly 
Averages  28 


340 


9 


186 


23 


60 


526 


An  indication  of  interest  in  woodland  improvement  is  the  number  of  cancel- 
lations. 

^Woodland  Improvement  -  Thinning  and  Pruning. 

**Native  Christmas  Tree  Stand  Improvement. 

The  private  woodland  areas  have  a  potential  to  contribute  a  greater  amount 
to  the  economy  than  they  do  under  present  management  practices.   Every 
effort  should  be  made  to  inform  and  assist  individual  owners  of  the 
potentials  and  possibilities.   This  can  be  done  through  news, media  and  in- 
dividual contacts .  - 

In  addition  to  the  timber  production  shown  in  Table  3,  the  forested 
lands  of  the  County  provide  Christmas  trees  and  boughs.   Flathead 
County  is  one  of  the  largest  producers  of  Christmas  trees  in  the  State. 

The  species  composition  of  the  commercial  forest  land  in  Flathead  County 
is  shown  in  Table  5.   These  estimates  are  based  on  projection  of  National 
Forest  acreages  to  all  forest  lands. 
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Table  5 
Species  Composition  in  Flathead  County 


Species 


Lodgepole  Pine 
Douglas  Fir 
Larch  ■ 
Spruce 
Alpine  Fir 
White  Pine 
Pondera sa  Pine 
White  Bark  Pine 
Other  Species 


%  of  Area 

26 
19 
19 
17 
13 

1 

1 

3 

1 


Acres 

422,631 

308,846 

308,846 

276,336 

211,315 

16,255 

16,255 

48,765 

16,255 


The  raw  materials  of  the  forests  of  Flathead  County  are  utilized  in 
the  production  of  lumber,  plywood,  posts,  studs,  poles  and  woodchips. 
The  major  mills  and  the  material  produced  by  them  is  shown  in  Table  6. 

Table  6 
Major  Mills 


Mill 


Material  Produced: 
Wood  Chips  Lumber  Plywood  Posts   Studs  Poles  Ties 


Forest  Products 
Kalmont 
Veneers,  Inc. 
American  Timber 
Stoltze  Lumber 
Rocky  Mountain 
Plum  Creek 
Superior  Building 
Kalispell  Pole 
Fordik  Post 
Creston  Post  &  Pole 
Wood  Post 
Turner  Post 
Peter  Larsen 
Melford  Wollen 
Ray  Otten 
Mark  Meyers 
Bud  Mero 
Montana  Saw 


REF.  #2,  22,  10,  12,  16 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 
X 
X 
X 


X 
X 


X 
X 

X 


X 


-15- 


Wilderness 

Flathead  County  has  approximately  400,000  acres  of  the  Bob  Marshall 
Wilderness  located  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  South  Fork  of  the 
Flathead  River.   In  addition  to  the  Bob  Marshall,  present  plans  for 
the  National  Park  Service  calls  for  classification  of  approximately 
90%  of  Glacier  National  Park  as  wilderness.   The  Forest  Service  is 
currently  evaluating  additional  lands  for  wilderness  value.   Through 
these  studies  an  additional  280,000  acres  could  be  added  to  the  wilder- 
ness system.   Local  and  national  conservation  groups  are  promoting 
wilderness  protection  for  most  unroaded  areas  within  the  Flathead 
National  Forest.   REF.  #5,  13 

Energy  Fuel  Minerals 

Energy  fuel  minerals  are  not  common  within  Flathead  County.   Known 
locations  of  coal  are  on  Coal  Creek  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Flathead, 
and  other  minor  deposits  spread  throughout  the  upper  drainages  of  the 
Middle  Fork  of  the  Flathead  River.   In  the  past,  some  exploratory 
drilling  for  oil  and  natural  gas  has  been  done  along  the  Canadian  Border 
on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Flathead  River,  and  some  activity  has  been  re- 
ported along  the  Continental  Divide  at  the  head  of  the  Middle  Fork  of 
the  Flathead  River.   It  is  not  expected  that  production  of  energy  fuels 
will  develop  in  Flathead  County.   REF.  #4,21 

Energy  Sources 

(a)  Natural  Gas  -  A  10-inch  transmission  line,  which  is  intertied 
with  the  Montana  Power  state-wide  transmission  system,  brings  gas  into 
Flathead  County.   This  transmission  line  is  connected  to  the  16-inch 
transmission  line  between  Cut  Bank  and  the  Canadian  Border.   The  line 
has  been  designed  to  serve  anticipated  expansion  in  the  Flathead  area. 
The  Montana  Power  Company  presently  estimates  that  they  are  serving  60  - 
70  percent  of  the  residential  customers.   The  Company  is  vitally  inter- 
ested in  expanding  their  distribution  system  within  the  limits  of  the 
economic  feasibility. 

(b)  Electric  Power  -  Power  energy  is  being  generated  in  two  different 
locations  in  Flathead  County:   Hungry  Horse  Dam,  operated  by  the  Bureau 
of  Reclamation,  and  Big  Fork  Dam,  operated  by  Pacific  Power  &  Light.   The 
Bonneville  Power  Administration  markets  the  power  and  energy  generated 
at  Hungry  Horse  Dam.   Hungry  Horse  has  a  nameplate  capacity  of  285,000 
kilowatts.   Since  Hungry  Horse  is  a  storage  reservoir,  it  is  used  to 
release  water  during  periods  of  low  stream  flow  in  the  winter  months. 
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The  downstream  power  benefits  from  the  release  of  Hungry  Horse  storage 
totals  843,000  kilowatts.   Bonneville  Power  has  230,000  and  500,000 
volt  transmission  lines  in  Flathead  County.   During  periods  of  low 
generation  in  western  Montana,  power  and  energy  can  be  brought  in  from 
projects  along  the  Columbia  River  and  others,  to  meet  the  firm  area 
loads.   Libby  Dam,  which  is  scheduled  to  go  into  complete  operation  in 
1974,  will  add  420,000  kilowatts  to  the  Bonneville  Power  transmission 
system.   Bonneville  Power  is  presently  selling  electricity  to  the 
Anaconda  Aluminum  Company  at  Columbia  Falls.   REF.  #19 


Non  Fuel  Minerals 

Mineral  deposits  in  Flathead  County  are  generally  minor.   The  presence 
of  copper  in  the  vicinity  of  Essex  on  the  Middle  Fork  is  known  and 
additional  prospecting  has  been  done  in  the  vicinity  of  Baptiste  Moun- 
tain on  the  main  divide  between  the  Middle  and  South  Forks  of  the 
Flathead  River.   Recent  prospecting  has  been  reported  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tom  Tom  Mountain  in  the  Quintonkon  Drainage  of  the  South  Fork.   The  Hog 
Heaven  district,  which  lies  15  miles  west  of  Flathead  Lake,  is  the  only 
active  mining  area  in  the  County  and  produces  limited  amounts  of  silver, 
gold,  and  copper. 

In  addition,  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel  occur  within  Flathead  County. 
Several  companies  are  excavating  this  material  for  building  construction 
within  the  County.   Periodic  use  of  this  material  for  road  construction 
and  surfacing  of  County  roads  is  also  occurring.   REF.  #14,  21 

Recreation 

The  recreational  opportunities  in  Flathead  County  are  based  on  the  out- 
standing attractions  that  are  located  in  the  area:   Glacier  National  Park, 
Flathead  Lake,  the  Whitefish  complex,  Hungry  Horse  Reservoir,  the  ex- 
tensive Bob  Marshall  Wilderness,  and  the  general  character  of  the 
country. 

Tourism  is  generally  increasing  within  the  area.   This  has  encouraged 
the  development  of  several  new  camping  facilities  within  the  private 
sector  and  has  resulted  in  a  greatly  expanded  subdivision  program  for 
summer  homes  and  acreages. 

Until  recently,  the  recreation  use  was  confined  to  the  summer  season 
of  about  two  months.   The  increase  in  winter  recreation  through  skiing 
and  the  growth  in  the  snowmobile  use  has  extended  the  recreational 
use  to  an  all  season  industry.   Further  development  in  this  area  can 
be  expected.   REF.  #3,  23 
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Wildlife 

All  of  Flathead  County  can  be  classed  as  wildlife  habitat.   The  farm 
lands  and  marshes  provide  opportunities  for  hunting  of  upland  game 
birds  and  waterfowl,  while  the  wooded  lands  that  surround  the  Valley 
provide  hunting  for  mule  and  whitetail  deer,  elk,  moose,  and  bear,  both 
black  and  grizzly.   The  combination  of  hunting  opportunities  and  exten- 
sive unroaded  areas  provide  the  opportunity  for  commercial  outfitting. 

The  control  of  wildfire  has  reduced  the  big  game  winter  range  in  the 
unroaded  areas  where  timber  harvest  has  not  removed  the  mature  timber 
and  encouraged  the  growth  of  desirable  browse  species. 

Photographing  and  observing  big  game  in  its  natural  habitat  are  good 
with  Glacier  Park  providing  excellent  opportunities. 

High  quality  fishing  opportunities  are  available  in  the  County.   Flat- 
head Lake  provides  a  year-round  fishing  opportunity  supplemented  by  the 
Flathead  River  and  its  tributaries  during  the  summer.   Other  lakes  such 
as  Whitefish,  Echo,  Lake  Blaine,  Ashley,  and  Bitterroot  supplement  the 
open  water  fishing  of  Flathead  Lake  and  streams  with  winter  ice  fishing. 

REF.  #6 

Water  and  Soil  Conservation 

Flathead  County  is  served  by  the  Flathead  Conservation  District.   Assist- 
ance is  provided  through  memorandums  of  understanding  with  agencies  with 
local  representation. 

All  phases  of  land  treatment  and  conservation  are  worked  on  in  the  con- 
servation program.   A  summary  of  conservation  needs,  based  on  the  1967 
Conservation  Needs  Inventory,  shows  the  following: 


Land  Use 

Cropland 
Pastures 
Range 
Woodland 
Other  Lands 
Totals 


Acres 

Acres 

Total 

Adequately  Treated 

Needing  Treatment 

Acres 

49,790 

65,889 

115,679 

5,767 

16,587 

22,354 

15,260 

34,560 

49,820 

25,789 

631,330 

657,119 

5,106 

4,000 

9,106 

101,712 


752,366 


854,078 


The  above  figures  do  not  include  Federally-owned  lands,  urban  and  built- 
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up  areas  or  areas  of  water  greater  than  two  acres  in  size.   There 
has  been  considerable  progress  made  in  the  adequately  treated  figures 
between  1967  and  1972. 

Of  the  138,033  acres  of  cropland  and  pasture  there  are  approximately 
28,000  acres  irrigated,  of  which  about  23,000  acres  are  under  sprinkler 
irrigation. 

There  exists  a  great  potential  for  further  development  of  irrigation 
both  from  surface  and  ground  water  sources.   One  study  now  being 
carried  out  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation  would  place  approxi- 
mately 20,000  acres  under  sprinkler  irrigation  systems. 

One  watershed  project,  Cedar  Creek,  has  been  developed  under  Public 
Law  566,  which  provides  flood  protection  and  municipal  water  for  the 
City  of  Columbia  Falls.   Another  watershed  project  is  under  study  which 
would  stabilize  the  fluctuating  water  level  of  Whitefish  Lake  with 
multiple  benefits  and  provide  downstream  benefits  to  irrigation,  fish 
and  wildlife  and  other  interests.   Several  other  potential  watershed 
projects  exist  in  Flathead  County. 

As  a  result  of  current  needs,  emphasis  is  being  directed  toward 
pollution  and  sediment  abatement,  water  development  and  management  of 
irrigation  water,  woodland  management,  windbreak  planning  and  planting, 
watershed  work,  land-use  planning  and  programs  with  long-range  benefits 
to  the  greatest  number  of  people.   REF.  #20,  24 

Farmstead  and  Feed-lot  Windbreaks 

In  Flathead  County  there  are  approximately  60  acres  of  farmstead  and 
feed-lot  windbreaks.   Figuring  one  acre  per  farmstead,  this  provides 
protection  for  60  farmsteads.   With  the  increasing  number  of  small 
acreage  owners  it  will  require  many  windbreaks  to  adequately  protect 
farmsteads  and  homesites. 

There  are  about  12  miles  of  field  windbreaks.   These  are  single  to 
five  row  plantings  across  farmed  fields.   It  is  estimated  that  at  least 
three  times  this  amount  would  prove  beneficial. 

Windbreaks  provide  protection  from  wind  erosion,  a  home  for  wildlife, 
prevent  blowing  and  drifting  on  roads,  make  homes  and  feed-lots  more 
comfortable  and  beautify  the  landscape. 

Landowners  should  be  encouraged  to  consider  installation  of  tree 
plantings  at  every  opportunity.   REF.  #24 
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Saline  &  Saline-Sodic  Soils  in  Flathead  County 

In  Flathead  County  there  are  6,939  acres  of  soils,  identified  in  the 
Upper  Flathead  Valley  Soil  Survey,  with  varying  degrees  of  Saline  or 
Saline-Sodic  soil  problems.   There  are  1,570  acres  that  are  100  percent 
Saline-Sodic  (identified  as  Sa  soils)  with  the  balance  mapped  as  com- 
plexes with  various  percentages  of  the  complex  showing  areas  of  Saline- 
Sodic  conditions.   In  addition,  there  are  a  few  areas  outside  the 
standard  survey  that  show  Saline-Sodic  conditions.   These  are  primarily 
in  the  Lost  Prairie-Pleasant  Valley  areas. 

In  1969,  the  State  and  local  Technical  Action  Panel  committees  were 
asked  by  three  organizations  to  conduct  a  study  of  the  problem  areas 
south  and  west  of  Kalispell .   The  study  revealed  that  the  water  table 
had  been  affected  by  the  change  of  level  of  Flathead  Lake  when  Kerr 
Dam  was  constructed,  but  that  the  Saline  and  Saline-Sodic  condition, 
as  far  as  could  be  determined,  had  not  measurably  changed.   The  wet- 
ness factor  and  drainability  was  affected.   The  report  indicates  that 
drainage  is  generally  not  feasible  and  that  certain  low  lying  areas 
will  not  be  feasible  to  treat.   Otherwise  by  using  gypsum,  especially 
in  conjunction  with  sprinkler  irrigation,  along  with  improved  agronomic 
practices,  corrective  action  can  be  taken.   Localized  experiences  in- 
dicate this  to  be  true  in  the  Kalispell-Flathead  Lake  area  as  well  as 
for  the  Lost  Prairie-Pleasant  Valley  areas. 

Handout  material  is  available,  covering  the  Flathead-Kalispell  Lake 
problem  areas,  at  various  U.S.D.A.  and  local  offices.   REF.  #25 

Pollution 

Problems  of  pollution  of  air  and  water  resources  are  increasing  in 
Flathead  County.   Increasing  numbers  of  people  on  a  given  area  of 
land  are  adding  to  what  had  been  primarily  agricultural  and  an  indus- 
trial problem. 

Current  Federal  and  State  regulations  are  attempting  to  control  in- 
dustrial pollution,  but  to  curtail  people  pollution,  local  planning 
and  zoning  rules  will  need  to  be  developed  and  implemented.   REF.  #26 
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Weeds 

Flathead  County  has  infestations  of  St.  Johnswort,  Leafy  Spurge, 
Russian  Knapweed,  Spotted  Knapweed,  Tansy,  White  Top,  Canadian  Thistle, 
Dalmation  Toadflax,  Bindweed  and  Scotch  Thistle.   Canadian  Thistle,  Bind- 
weed, and  wild  oats  are  of  primary  importance  to  farmers  in  the  Valley. 
Winter  annuals  are  a  costly  problem  in  winter  wheat  plantings. 

The  County  has  had  control  efforts  in  effect  since  1947.   In  1969,  over 
10,000  acres  was  chemically  treated  for  weeds.   The  basic  problem  with 
weed  control  efforts  stems  from  the  fact  that  much  of  the  weed  prob- 
lem originates  from  marginal  land  and  waste  areas  and  is  subsequently 
carried  into  the  Valley  by  wind  and  water. 

The  size  of  the  problem  seems  to  have  stabilized,  but  continued  weed 
control  efforts  are  necessary  to  keep  it  so. 

Cooperatives 

Farmer-owned  cooperative  business  structures  have  a  strong  tradition 
in  Flathead  County.   The  two  largest  are  Equity  Supply  Co.  and  Farmer's 
Union.   Both  were  organized  in  the  1930's  and  have  made  steady  growth 
since  that  time.   The  Equity  Supply  Co.  fulfills  both  a  purchasing  and 
a  retail  outlet  function,  while  the  Farmer's  Union  serves  as  a  retail 
outlet  only. 

Commodity  marketing  cooperatives  serving  the  Flathead  area  include  the 
Northwest  Montana  Cattle  Marketing  Association  and  the  Flathead  Wool- 
grower's  Association  (also  a  market  lamb  pool). 

Cooperative  financial  institutions  include  branch  offices  of  a  Pro- 
duction Credit  Association  and  a  Federal  Land  Bank  out  of  Missoula. 

The  Flathead  Electric  Cooperative  serves  a  large  portion  of  the  rural 
areas  of  Flathead  County  and  portions  of  Lincoln  County. 

The  County  is  also  served  by  several  credit  unions. 

Transportation 

Transportation  facilities  in  Flathead  County  include  railroad,  highway, 
airports,  buses,  and  trucking.   Railroad  service  to  the  County  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Burlington  Northern  Railway  Company,  which  serves  Whitefish 
and  Columbia  Falls  with  mainline  service  and  a  branch  line  serving 
Kalispell.   There  is  daily  passenger  service  each  way  stopping  only  in 
Whitefish.   Direct  service  is  provided  to  Spokane,  Seattle,  and  Portland 
to  the  West  and  Havre,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  and  Chicago  to  the  East. 
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Two  major  highways  cross  in  Kalispell.   These  are  U.  S.  Highway  93, 
north  and  south,  and  U.  S.  Highway  2,  east  and  west.   These  highways, 
as  well  as  other  hard-surfaced  County  roads,  are  shown  on  the  County 
map  in  Appendix  I. 

The  major  airport  in  the  County  is  the  Glacier  International  Airport, 
which  is  located  midway  between  Kalispell,  Whitefish,  and  Columbia  Falls. 
This  airport  has  a  paved  runway  of  7,000  feet,  which  is  capable  of  ser- 
ving the  Douglas  DC9  and  Boeing  707.   At  the  present  time,  Hughes  Air 
West  Airlines  is  serving  this  airport  with  two  flights  daily  to  and  from 
Spokane  and  one  flight  to  and  from  Great  Falls.   Glacier  View  Skyways 
has  just  instituted  once-a-day  service  to  and  from  Spokane.   Glacier 
International  Airport  has  been  designated  a  port  of  entry  and,  although 
no  commercial  airlines  presently  serve  Canada,  several  charter  jets  and 
smaller  aircraft  check  in  regularly  at  the  airport. 

Other  airports  in  the  County  serving  private  planes  only,  are  Kalispell, 
which  has  a  3,600-foot  paved  runway:  Whitefish  with  a  3,150-foot  stabil- 
ized turf  runway:  two  U.  S.  Forest  Service  landing  strips,  one  a  3,000- 
foot  turf  runway  located  upstream  from  Hungry  Horse  Reservoir,  and 
another  approximately  17  miles  south  of  the  community  of  Summit  with  a 
3,330-foot  runway;  and  one  located  between  the  communities  of  Ferndale 
and  Bigfork  with  a  3,000-foot  runway.   Kalispell  is  the  only  community 
in  the  Valley  served  by  buslines,  being  served  by  four  different  lines. 
The  Intermountain  Transportation  Company  serves  the  community  with  twice- 
a-day  service  to  and  from  the  South,  Glacier  Bus  Company,  once-a-day 
service  to  the  East;  Brown  Bus  Company,  once-a-day  service  to  the  West; 
and  Clarksfork  Transportation  Company  once-a-day  service  to  and  from 
the  South  to  Plains,  Montana. 

Trucking  companies  serving  Flathead  County  are:   Consolidated  Freight- 
ways,  Garrett  Freightlines ,  Northern  Pacific  Transport,  Ringsby-Pacif ic, 
and  Ringsby  Rocket  Service.   REF.   #19 

Research 

Agriculture  research  is  carried  out  in  Flathead  County  primarily  through 
three  branch  units  of  the  Montana  Experiment  Station  complex.   The 
Northwest  Montana  Research  Center,  located  at  Creston  in  the  center 
of  the  Flathead  County  farming  area,  is  the  primary  source  of  informa- 
tion unique  to  the  Flathead  situation.   Recent  research  has  largely 
dealt  with  small  grain  investigations,  forages,  herbicides,  and,  to  a 
limited  degree,  palatability  and  utilization  studies  on  certain  forages. 
The  center  is  normally  staffed  with  four  permanent  personnel.   Currently, 
there  is  a  superintendent,  a  field  foreman,  and  a  stenographer  at  the 
Station. 
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The  Western  Montana  Research  Center  at  Corvallis  also  services  our 
County.   Assistance  has  in  recent  years  been  in  entomological  and  horti- 
cultural areas  and  with  problems  involving  soil  fertility  and  livestock 
management. 

Occasionally,  the  resident  station  at  Montana  State  University  conducts 
investigations  in  the  area.   Recent  work  has  related  to  some  aspect  of 
soils  fertility. 

Research  in  Forest  Management  is  currently  being  carried  out  in  the 
Coram  Experimental  Forest  and  the  Flathead  National  Forest  by  the  Inter- 
mountain  Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station. 

Communications  and  Public  Awareness 

Flathead  County  is  well  supplied  with  mass  media  communication 
facilities.   There  is  one  daily  and  three  weekly  newspapers,  two 
radio  stations,  and  a  television  station  originating  in  the  County. 
In  addition,  three  out  of  County  daily  newspapers  have  wide  readership. 
A  cable  television  company  serves  the  cities  of  Kalispell,  Whitefish, 

and  Columbia  Falls. 

j  j 

People  are  well  supplied  with  the.  various  opinions  associated  with 
topics  of  interest,  both  through  formal  and  informal  channels.   REF.  #19 

Health 

The  Flathead  County  Health  Department  reports  that  poor  dental  health 
is  widespread  throughout  the  County.   Additionally,  there  are  pockets 
of  people  in  the  County  with  chronic  health  problems.   Flathead  County 
has  one  of  the  highest  percentages  of  heart  and  vascular  disease  prob- 
lems in  the  State.   We  also  stand  high  in  percentage  of  birth  defects. 

County  health  personnel  wage  a  continuing  effort  to  identify  and  ad- 
minister to  the  health  needs  of  the  area.   A  County-wide  Hearing  Clinic 
has  just  recently  been  completed.   This  was  very  successful  with  school 
children  and  senior  citizens.   Senior  citizens  also  had  an  opportunity 
to  receive  a  complete  health  check-up.   Community  immunization  and 
screening  programs  are  regularly  conducted.   A  dyslexia  screening  pro- 
gram recently  carried  out  was  the  only  one  conducted  in  the  State. 

REF.  #27 
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Education 

School  populations  in  Flathead  County  are  disseminated  between  several 
built-up  areas  and  many  rural  schools.   The  four  high  schools  have  a 
total  enrollment  of  3,730  students.   The  enrollment  in  elementary 
schools  (grades  1-8)  is  7,571  students.   The  rural  school  population 
varies  from  6  at  Rousselle  to  147  at  Lakeside.   About  a  third  of  the 
twenty  rural  schools  have  enrollments  under  50;  three  have  enrollments 
of  100  and  over. 

Table  1  indicates  the  educational  level  of  the  adult  population  of 
the  County. 

Table  1 
Years  of  School  Completed  by  Persons  24  Years  and  Over 


Flathead  County 

Years 

Male 

1 

Female 

% 

0-6 

840 

9.2 

449 

4.1 

7-12 

6,810 

74.7 

6,719 

75.8 

13  or  more 

1,464 

16.1 

1,695 

19.1 

Median  Years  Completed    10.3 
Statewide 
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Years 


Male 


% 


Female 


% 


0-6 

7-12 

13  or  more 


18,090 

130,745 

33,046 


9.9 
71.9 
18.2 


12,272 

124,671 

37,263 


7.0 
71.6 
21.4 


Median  Years  Completed   10.7 


12.1 


The  major  vocational  training  institution  in  the  County  is  Flathead 
Valley  Community  College.   Two  other  minor  training  centers  are  the 
C  &  C  Beauty  School  and  Kalispell  General  Hospital,  which  has  been 
designated  for  training  but  has  no  students  enrolled. 
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At  Flathead  Valley  Community  College,  approximately  240  full-time 
vocational  students  and  300  part-time  vocational  students  are  enrolled. 
The  full-time  programs  offered  by  Flathead  Valley  Community  College 
are  as  follows : 


Executive  Secretary  (two  years) 
Clerk  Typist  (one  year) 
Stenographer  (one  year) 
Forest  Technician  (two  years) 
Timber  Scaler  (one  year) 
Timber  Faller  (five  weeks) 
Business  Management  (two  years) 
Retail  Sales  (one  year) 
Computer  Operator  (one  year) 
Computer  Programmer  (two  years) 


Land  Surveyor  (two  years) 
Survey  Aide  (one  year) 
Custodial  Service  (varies) 
Motel  Services  (varies) 
Food  Services  (varies) 
Hospital  Services  (varies) 
Social  Welfare  Aide  (two  years) 
Mental  Health  Aide  (two  years) 
Law  Enforcement  (two  years) 


REF.  #19 
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Public  Agencies  and  Private  Groups  Interested  in  Improving  the 
Environment  and  Economic  Stability  of  Flathead  County. 


Federal  6^  State  Agencies 

1.  Flathead  National  Forest,  U.S.F.S. 

2.  A.S.C.S.,  Flathead  County 

3.  F.H.A. ,  Flathead  County 

4.  S.C.S.,  Flathead  County 

5.  Montana  State  Extension  Service,  Flathead  County 

6.  Glacier  National  Park,  N.P.S. 

7.  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 

8.  Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology 

9.  Bureau  of  Sports  Fisheries  &  Wildlife 

10.  Flathead  County  Commissioners 

11.  Flathead  County  Department  of  Health  and  Sanitation 

12.  Montana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

13.  Montana  State  Employment  Service 

14.  Montana  State  Forestry  Department 

15.  Flathead  Electric  Coop.,  R.E.A. 

16.  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Dept.  of  Int. 

17.  Bonneville  Power  Administration,  Dept.  of  Int. 

18.  U.  S.  Weather  Service,  Dept.  of  Com. 


Advisory  Boards 

1.  Board  of  Supervisors,  Flathead  Conservation  District 

2.  Flathead-Lincoln  County  Committee,  F.H.A. 

3.  Flathead  County  Committee,  A.S.C.S. 

4.  Flathead  National  Forest  Advisory  Council 

5.  Flathead  County  Agriculture  Council 

Private  Interest  Groups 

1.  Associated  Chamber  of  Commerce 

2.  Montana  Wilderness  Association 

3.  Flathead  Wildlife  Inc. 

4.  Preserve  the  Wilderness  Committee 

5.  Northwest  Pork  Producers 

6.  Big  Sky  4-Wheelers 

7.  Northwest  Montana  Cattle  Marketing  Association 


